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SUB J : IOHN DEERE AND COMPANY OVERFLIGHT REQUEST 
REF: MOSCOW 0480, STATE 008365 

1 . EMBOFF WAS INFORMED DURING CONVERSATION ON JANUARY 27 
WITH SINITSYN, USA DIVISION, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
THAT OVERFLIGHT REQUEST FOR FEBRUARY 2 OF JOHN DEERE AND 
COMPANY HAS BEEN REFUSED WITH NO REASON GIVEN. AFTER 
PRESSING FOR FURTHER EXPLANATION, SINITSYN SAID THAT IN 
FUTURE FLIGHT REQUESTS COULD BE EXPEDITED AND WOULD HAVE A 
BETTER CHANCE FOR APPROVAL IF US FIRM 'IRONED OUT" IN ADVANCE 
WITH HOST MINISTRY OR STATE COMMITTEE ITS DESIRE FOR SUCH A 
FLIGHT. EMBOFF THEN QUERIED WHETHER THIS WAS A NEW DEVELOP- 
MENT AND IF MFA WERE NOW ALTERING ITS REGULATIONS ON OVER- 
FLIGHT REQUESTS. SINITSYN INSISTED NO CHANGE HAD TAKEN PLACE 
AND THAT APPLICATION PROCEDURE WOULD REMAIN SAME IN FUTURE. 
MFA COULD CONTINUE TO CONSIDER ALL PROPERLY FILED REQUESTS 
BUT HE REPEATED THE US FIRM SHOULD MAKE KNOWN IN 
ADVANCE TO SOVIET HOST ITS DESIRE FOR PRIVATE OVER- 
FLIGHT. 

2. COMMENT - EMBASSY WILL MONITOR SITUATION TO 
DETERMINE IF A PATTERN OF REFUSALS NOW DEVELOPS. RECORD 
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BEING APPROVED AND PHILIP MORRIS AND DEERE BEING 
REFUSED. EACH PRIVATE FLIGHT APPROVAL APPARENTLY 
INVOLVES CONSIDERABLE INTER-MINISTERIAL COORDINATION 
BY MFA. IN VIEW OF SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN NUMBER OF 
OVERFLIGHT REQUESTS BY AMERICAN FIRMS OVER 
PAST SIX MONTHS, MFA MAY NOW BE ATTEMPTING TO BE MORE 
SELECTIVE AND GET WORD OUT THAT INVITATION TO VISIT 
USSR IS NOT AUTOMATIC APPROVAL FOR PRIVATE FLIGHT. HOW 
SOVIET HOST ORGANIZATIONS WILL REACT WHEN AMERICAN 
CHIEF EXECUTIVES REFUSE TO FLY COMMERCIAL TO USSR, IF 
THAT HAPPENS, MAY WELL BECOME ANOTHER FACTOR FOR MFA TO 
CONSIDER IN FUTURE. 
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